
1/	What	is	it?		
Text:	biography,	novel,		
thesis,	article,	law...	
Other	kinds	of	documents:		
graph,	list,	caricature,		
photography,	cartoon,		
picture...	
	

2/	Who	did	it	and	where	was	it	extracted	from?		
Author,	painter,	cartoonist,	writer,	novelist,	scientist,	
journalist...		
To	extract	from	a	book:	extraire	d’un	livre	
Extract/excerpt:	un	extrait	
	
	

3/	When	was	it	done	and	what	was	the	historical	
background	at	the	time?		
The	context	
Date,	century,	year...	

4/	What	is	it	about?		
Subject,	point	of	view	(propaganda,	
critical	opinion,	a	satire),	thesis...		
	
	

THE	DEBATE	OVER	THE	BATTLE	OF	BRITAIN	
	
TEXT	

Ben	Walsh,	historian	
An	excerpt		from	CGSE	TEXTBOOK		
To	inform	pupils		about	«The	Battle	of	Britain»	

1996	 To	explain	the	main	facts	of	the	
Battle	of	Britain	

	
	
A		wartime	
SPEECH		
	
	
	
	
‘	the	few	speech’	

WINSTON	CHURCHILL	(1874-1965)	
- A	British	politician,	army	officer	and	writer.	
- Conservative	Party.	

								-						The	Prime	Minister	of	the	UK	(10	may	1940	/	26	
July	1945).	W.	Churchill	replaced	Neville	Chamberlain	after	
his	resignation.	
An	extract	from	a	speech		
W.	Churchill	delivered		his	speech	at	the	House	of	
Commons	of	the	UK.	It’s	the	lower	House	of	the	Parliament	
of	the	UK	(elected	body).	

August	20,	1940	
The	speech	was	given	during	the	Battle	of	Britain.	
On	20	August	1940,	five	days	after	the	Royal	Air	
Force's	decisive	victory	over	the	Luftwaffe;	The	
German	attack	was	directed	against	the	R.A.F	
airfields	in	the	South	of	England.		
…Britain	is	under	the	threat	of	an	imminent	invasion…	
	

Winston	Churchill	paid	tribute	to	the	
air	crews	fighting	the	Battle	of	Britain		
	
The	RAF	Fighter	Command		

 

	
	
	
	

An	article	
Title:	«	Pie	in	the	Sky?	»	

Brian	James	=	historian	
History	Today:	a	history	magazine,	(wide	public).	
www.historytoday.com	(website	of	the	magazine)	

2006,	on	September?	
‘Battle	of	Britain	day	’	is	celebrated	in	the	UK	on	15	
September	(=	commemoration	of	the	Battle	of	Britain).	
It	was	the	action	on	the	15TH	September	that	proved	
decisive	in	the	defeat	of	the	German	Air	Force	
	

To	think	about	the	collective	
memory	reconstruction.	
Where	is	the	historical	truth?		

An	article	
	
Title:	The	Battle	of	Britain	
debate’	

Christina	Goulter,	Andrew	Gordon	and	Gary	Sheffield	=	
historians	=	Scholars	
The	Royal	United	Services	Institute	is	a	British	defence	and	
security	think	tank	;	RUSI	is	an	independent,	non-
government	and	non-partisan	organisation.	
	

October	20,	2006	 To	think	about	the	real	role	of	British	
army	(all	British	armed	forces)	

	


